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This book, the title of which could be translated
as “Sons of Canaan. Slavery in the Middle Ages”,
addresses the popular belief that slavery disap-
peared or was nearly insignificant between the
Roman times and the modern period. Even with-
in the academic world and literature, this stereo-
type is quite common. However there appears to
be a chronological continuity between the slavery
of the ancient time in Egypt, Greece or Rome on
the one hand, and the Atlantic slave trade on the
other one. Thus, the author wants to deconstruct
this not so uncommon notion of a disappearance
of slavery during medieval times. Noting that
general studies of this phenomenon are quite
sparse, she decided to not focus on any specific
geographic area but to consider all of Europe and
of the Mediterranean Basin, even though she tells
more about some regions along the book such as
the Iberian Peninsula, most likely for the amount
of sources. In fact, the author is a specialist of
Catalonia and the South of France, in particular
of building and construction workers, manufac-
tures, trade and labor in the late Middle Ages. This
explains furthermore why Sandrine Victor does
got interested in slavery, a topic she had to deal
with during her academic career. Let us precise
that the author does not claim to publish a com-
plete and full study about slavery in the Middle
Ages, but to provide the reader with some key
elements to understand this social reality.

The book opens with the issue of defining
slavery, which takes very different shapes across
space and time. Since it is impossible to merge
such a diverse set of phenomena into a very pre-
cise concept, Victor prefers to provide us with
a broad definition of the term, that is: “the abso-
lute domination of a human being by another,
comprising social, psychological and cultural
aspects”. Additionally, she deconstructs the old
idea developed by academics in the classical stud-
ies, according to which serfdom would be the
final stage of a slow mutative process of ancient
slavery. On the opposite, she accentuates that it
has to be considered with medieval slavery as one
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of the multiple shapes of dependency. Another
source of difficulty for the historian is the con-
fusion and variety of words used to speak about
slaves in written sources.

The second chapter focuses on theology and
law to see how slavery was justified in medie-
val societies, which implies that it has never
been considered as natural (even Aristotle felt
the necessity to justify it). In chapter three, San-
drine Victor proposes a short history of medieval
slavery and tells about two main questions that
historians argued about, which are the coexis-
tence between slave and serfdom and the slow
fall of ancient shape of slavery. She then offers
an overview of slavery across the studied space,
dividing it into three parts: Northern and West-
ern Europe, the Mediterranean area and finally
the links between the Mediterranean Sea and
the Northern regions. Chapter five addresses
the question of the role of slavery in the general
medieval economy and, based on Peter Garnsey’s
typology, settles that one cannot speak about
“slavery societies” in the Middle Ages in general
(even though it existed in some specific areas,
such as in Menorca from the late 13t century)
but about “societies with slavery” because while
this phenomenon was a part of medieval econ-
omy, it was not absolutely essential to it. Final-
ly, Victor devotes the last pages of her work to
different dimensions of the slave condition in
medieval times: capture, punishments, drudgery
and so on.

The lack of maps, especially concerning slave
trade, makes it difficult for the reader to envi-
sion properly the geography of medieval slavery.
Based on the number of sources and studies,
Southern and Western Europe constitute the
core of the analysis. Nevertheless, Sandrine Vic-
tor paid attention to deal with many different
societies, especially Islamic space but also Viking,
Byzantine and Jewish cultures. But of course,
a specialist of Central and Eastern Europe could
be disappointed by the lack of better insight
about this region, which is a common problem
in French academic literature. However, the aim
of this book is not to be exhaustive. The author
wished just to give the keys necessary to a bet-
ter understanding of slavery during the Middle
Ages and she accomplished it well. One could
find some notices to venture further into spe-
cific times or regions in the bibliography. The
analysis are based on precise examples furnished
by a great variety of sources (contracts, barbar-
ian laws, letters, etc.) and by a good knowledge
of classical studies related to the topic. Since
the book is written by a French for a French
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readership, the publications used are mainly in
French language (Marc Bloch, Charles Verlinden,
Jacques Heers, Olivier Grenouilleau) but also
include English, Spanish or Italian works. In any
case this book contributes to a better knowledge
of this shape of medieval human dependency, far
less studied and well-known than serfdom.
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Sbornik je vysledkem mezindrodni konference,
jez probéhla pod zastitou Filozofické fakulty
Masarykovy univerzity v fijnu 2017. Publikace
navic nabizi vice, nez slibuje nazev, byt struktura
svazku neni zcela vyrovnand. Vétsina z dvandacti
prispévkil se zaméruje na stykani a potykani ris-
sko-polské, resp. rissko-¢eské, zatimco Uhrdm je
vénovana jen jedina studie.

V prvnim prispévku Anna Kernbach diakladné
analyzuje Vincencitv narativ a predklada k tivaze
tezi, Ze obraz Vladislava II. byl autorem peclivé
budovan tak, aby jeho hrdina predstavoval lokalni
funkéni paralelu k cisati. Vyznam cisatské moci
a cisarstvi pro politickou imaginaci potvrzuje
pro polské prostredi rovnéz Michat Tomaszek,
ktery sice upozornuje na odstup kronikatre Vin-
cence Kadlubka viiéi jednotlivym vladctim Rise
i na kriticky postoj k mnoha jejich jednotlivym
kroklim, avsak jednim dechem poznamenava,
ze mezi Fadky lze vycist respekt k cisarstvi jako
instituci, stejné jako potrebu umistit polska kni-
zata do jeho blizkosti, do centra déni. Obecnéj-
§i platnost maji uvahy Jiirgena Dendorfera, jez
zpochybiuji lenni vazby jako vhodny vykladovy
model vztahti mezi Risi a kniZectvimi na vycho-
dé v 10.-12. stoleti, nebot v té dobé jesté neby-
ly na sever od Alp plné rozvinuty. Tim se stava
vhodnym vychodiskem pro tvahy Libora Jana,
ktery sleduje lenni vztahy ¢eskych knizat k Fri-
drichu Barbarossovi. Ve své stati v navaznosti
na Jiirgena Dendorfera vnimd zvySeni frekvence

a intenzity Barbarossovych ingerenci v ¢eskych
zemich spiSe jako dusledek vnitinich tfenic,
a nikoli upevnéni lennich vztaht, které jako
vykladovy model pro 10.-11. stoleti zcela odmita.

Podobné méni nase predstavy o Vladisla-
vové kralovstvi Luk4$ Reitinger. Na zdkladé
komparace i nové analyzy listin presvédcivé
doklada, ze jesté v poloviné 12. stoleti nemu-
seli vSichni, kdo byli v pramenech oznacovani
jako krélové, projit cirkevnim pomazanim -
a ze to plati i pro Vladislava II. Shodné se od
starSich stereotypli naciondlniho, pravnim
formalismem zatizeného déjepisectvi opros-
til i Zbigniew Dalewski, jenz misto konstruo-
vani idealizovaného pravniho modelu vyzdvihl
specificnost kazdého nového stretu mezi pol-
skym kniZetem a cisarem. Identifikoval t¥i diile-
Zité body: vyssi spolecenské postaveni cisare bylo
v obecné roviné respektovano, polska knizata se
vsak velmi branila tomu, aby se jakykoli signal
podtizenosti opakoval, formalizoval se a promé-
nil se v pravni zavazek, a kone¢né skutec¢nost,
Ze knizata ve svém usili uspéla, byla spojena
s postavenim polskych zemi, které predstavovaly
pro Staufy vzdy jenom ,vedlejsi bojisté“. Danielu
Bagimu se podatilo ukazat, nakolik se proménilo
provozovani politiky mezi Arpadovci a cisafem -
zatimco jeSté v 11. stoleti to byl sdm fimskoné-
mecky panovnik, kdo obétoval sviij ¢as uherské
politice, a uhersti vladci byli s cisatskym rodem
Casto spojeni sniatkovou politikou, Barbarossa se
jiz spoléhal na prostfedniky v ¢eskych ¢i v rakous-
kych zemich. Podle autora tento vyvoj predzna-
menal trendy dynastické politiky pozorovatelné
az do nastupu Habsburk?.

Na konkrétnim prikladu vztahu mezi Barba-
rossou a salcburskym arcibiskupem Adalbertem,
tedy Fridrichovym bratrancem a zaroveil synem
jeho vérného spojence Vladislava II., demonstruje
Knut Gorich v nasledujici studii komplikovanost
tiSské politiky, kde se jednotlivi aktéri museli
obtizné vyrovnavat s konflikty loajalit vyplyvaji-
cimi z jejich prislusnosti k riiznym spole¢enskym
a zajmovym skupindm: ,bratranec” zde byl v kon-
fliktu s vérnym stranikem papeze Alexandra III.
Zjevné vsak prevazovala snaha i v pripadé kon-
fliktu nerozbijet vzdjemné vazby tUplné a zlsta-
vat v urcitém, byt zprostfedkovaném kontaktu.
To nakonec Adalbertovi umoznilo vydobyt si
zasluhy, v disledku toho se usmifit s mocnéjsim
pribuznym a navratit se na arcibiskupsky stolec.
Hutné shrnuti pozice prazskych biskupt nabizi
ve svém prispévku Martin Wihoda, ktery upozor-
fiuje, Ze dany rdmec vztahli mezi prazskymi bis-
kupy, vladnoucim kniZetem a cisafem do znac¢né
miry spoluurcovaly osobnostni charakteristiky
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